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Crimond School Assessment Policy 2011
At Crimond School our policy for assessment is in line with A Curriculum for Excellence Building the Curriculum 5- A Framework for Assessment. Assessment is an integral part of learning and teaching. It helps to provide a picture of a child’s progress and achievements and to identify next steps in learning. 





A coherent approach to planning the curriculum, learning, teaching and assessment is necessary, as illustrated in the diagram above. In order to gather good quality evidence of learners’ progress through relevant experiences, staff will plan to use a range of approaches that reflect the breadth, challenge and application of learning and the wide range of skills being developed. The active involvement of children and young people in assessment is essential to ensure they have a well-developed sense of ownership of their learning. 

What we assess
At Crimond School, we will use the experiences and outcomes to assess progress and achievements in developing:

· knowledge and understanding

· skills

· attributes and capabilities.

The expectations about progress through curriculum levels are shown in the table below:

	Curriculum Level
	Stage

	Early
	Nursery/ P1

	First
	To the end of P4

	Second
	To the end of P7

	Third, Fourth
	S1 to S3

	Senior Phase
	S4 to S6


Assessing the breadth, challenge and application of learning

For learners to demonstrate that their progress is secure and that they have achieved a level, they will need opportunities to show that they have: 

· achieved a breadth of learning across the experiences and outcomes for an aspect of the curriculum 

· can respond to the level of challenge set out in the experiences and outcomes and are moving forwards to more challenging learning in some aspects

· can apply what they have learned in new and unfamiliar situations, developing  higher order thinking skills.

Principles of assessment and why we assess
AifL strategies are fully embedded in learning and teaching experiences in Strathburn School. Formative assessment is used because learners should be engaged in all aspects of the assessment process and be afforded an element of choice and personalisation in showing that they have achieved the intended outcomes. Assessment supports learning by focusing on the process of children moving from where they are in their learning to their desired goals. Staff should be aware of the following points when using AifL strategies:

· staff should discuss with learners what they are expected to learn

· they should clarify and share learning intentions and success criteria (in order to ensure pupils see what success looks like)

· they should provide appropriate experience for achieving goals

· older pupils  can be involved in setting their own success criteria 

· staff should provide timely and accurate feedback about what they have learned and about how well and how much they have learned

· to provide opportunities for children to develop their skills in self and peer assessment.

When we assess
The central purpose is to support learning and this is best achieved by a combination of formative and summative assessment. This means assessing learning both in an ongoing way and by stepping back at regular intervals to take stock of learners’ progress and achievement. 
· as part of ongoing learning and teaching 

· periodic, usually taking stock of broad standards and expectations when deciding whether a level has been achieved

· at transitions

How we assess 
Evidence will come from day-to-day learning as well as from specific assessment tasks, activities, test and examinations. Judgements about children’s learning need to be dependable. This will mean that assessments are valid and reliable. 

Validity: Assessments need to measure what they intend to measure. They need to be fair, fit for the purpose for describing the intended learning and based on sound criteria. 

Reliability is the extent to which the assessment would give the same results if repeated.

Nursery Assessment Evidence:

Crimond School Nursery assessment procedures are in line with Crimond School Assessment Policy. 

Specific Assessments:

· initial observations and assessment are collected during transition into Nursery in Term 1

· termly targets, these can be linked to personal and social development and can also be theme based. They will be taken from the Curriculum for Excellence experiences and outcomes and will focus on Numeracy, Literacy Health and Wellbeing and Science
· pupil profiles, the profiles are divided into sections for each curricular area, as well as and including the four main capacities. The Profiles include self assessment and parental contributions 

· throughout the year, staff will be involved in collecting formative and summative assessments, using a variety of evidence which will inform next steps in learning. 

School Assessment Evidence:

Each term, all teachers from P1 to P7 will be involved in on-going formative and summative assessments, which will evidence the progress children are making through the Experiences and Outcomes of Curriculum for Excellence. These assessments will be used to inform next learning and also as evidence of attainment. 

Pupil Profiles:

The Nursery Profile will be passed into P1 during the period of transition. It will be sent home at the end of term 1, after P1 have started their home-link books. 

P1- P7

Evidence of assessment and achievement will be kept in Pupil Profiles/Learning Logs, which will be sent home regularly. This will ensure that parents are involved in their children’s successes and next steps in their learning. The profiles should contain the following evidence each term: 

· 1 piece of Language and  Literacy

· 1 piece of Numeracy and Mathematics

· 1 piece of cross curricular learning

It is important that pupils, parents and teachers work together in maintaining pupil profiles. Pupils should take ownership of these profiles, through self and peer assessment. Older pupils should reflect on their progress and identify next steps. All profiles from P1-P7 will be kept in school, as a record of that child’s achievements until that child leaves Crimond.

Pupils in P5/6/7 will record their achievements and progress on I Can, which can be accessed at home and at school.

It is essential that achievements outside school are also recognised and celebrated therefore a weekly Celebration of Success is held.

Tracking

As well as the profiles, each child will have a table of Curriculum for Excellence Experiences and Outcomes in each of the subject areas to track progress.  These booklets will be on-going and will be kept from P1-P7. 

Partnership with Parents
At Crimond, parents are regularly updated on their child’s assessment progress, attainment and next steps through the following methods: Nursery Pupil Profiles, Learning Logs which include achievements and targets, Reports, Performances, Parent Evenings and Open Days. 

Moderation

Crimond is involved in benchmarking pupils in P4 and P7 against a cross section of pupils from all schools in our Cluster. Each pupil’s attainments across the levels of Curriculum for Excellence from Nursery to P7, are recorded and tracked at Crimond to ensure that pupils are being challenged and learning to their full potential.
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